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Helmut Schmitt von Sydow is Professor for European Law at the University of Lausanne 
and at the European College of Parma. He has studied Economics and Law at the Univer-
sities of Frankfurt, Geneva and Berlin. 
 
From 1971 to 2008 he worked for the European Commission in Brussels principally in the 
areas of the internal market, industry, energy and external relations. In the 70s and 80s he 
was responsible for infringement procedures concerning the free circulation of goods. In 
1993 he became spokesman for President Delors with special focus on the application of 
Community law and legal affairs. In 1996 he was appointed Director for Capital Goods 
Industries, later for Conventional Sources of Energy, and finally Chief Legal Adviser to 
the Director general for Energy and Transport.  
 
Mr von Sydow chaired the intergovernmental conference that negotiated, in 2004 and 
2005, the Treaty establishing the Energy Community. 
 
He has written several books and numerous articles on European Law with special em-
phasis on internal market policies and on institutional issues, including Article 7 of the 
EU-Treaty that corresponds to the dispute settlement Article 92 of the Energy Community 
Treaty. He is co-editor of the Revue du Droit de l’Union européenne and chief editor of 
the European Energy Journal. 
 
 


