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Subject:  Response to the reasoned opinion, shall be submitted  

 (Concerning the Case ECS-1/15 - TPP Ugljevik 3) 

On 19th March 2018, the information from the Energy Community Secretariat has been received 

stating that reasoned opinion regarding the non-compliance with the requirements of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive was sent to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The information 

states that the Secretariat maintained its position that the procedure of the environmental impact 

assessment of the planned thermal power plant "Ugljevik 3" was not carried out in accordance with 

the Energy Community acquis communautaire on the environment and that the permitting 

procedure has not been able to fully address the potential cross-border impacts as required by the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive. In this respect, the information states that the two 

responses (from 24th  August 2017 and from 03rd October 2017), prepared by the Ministry of Spatial 

Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology, were not sufficient to resolve the concerns expressed in the 

Opening  Letter of  the Energy Community Secretariat.  Acting on the Information, and  because the 

reasoned opinion stated in the information was not available to this Ministry, we contacted the 

Energy Community Secretariat  (on 24th April 2018 and 14th May 2018), by electronic means, with a 

request to allow us access to the reasoned opinion in order to provide an answer.  

As we did not receive feedback on the requests made in these addresses to the Energy Community 

Secretariat, we provide clarification regarding the matter discussed in the dispute before the Energy 

Community and refers to the implemented environmental impact assessment procedure for the 

thermal power plant Ugljevik 3. 

Two responses from the Ministry of Spatial Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology were submitted to 

the Energy Community Secretariat, providing factual information regarding the environmental 

impact assessment procedure for TPP Ugljevik 3 project, detailing the above impact assessment 

procedure and the reasons why the procedure has not been carried out under the provisions of the 

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention). 

However, the Ministry of Environment and Nature of the Republic of Croatia has been notified in a 

subsequent period, (act designated as: class 018-05 / 14-10 / 01 number 517-06-2-1-1-14-2) by the 

Ministry of Spatial Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology, on 19 December  2014, on the status of 



this project with a reasoned environmental impact assessment procedure. Subsequent open issues 

by the Republic of Croatia, after the preparation of that notice, did not exist. 

In addition, in the course of 2016, the Republic of Serbia has been notified through the 

Implementation Committee under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 

Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental  Assessment 

(link: Act of the Committee No. EIA / IC / INFO / 16 of 20th December 2016). Namely, the Ministry 

made the Information requested by the Committee on 03rd February 2017 and sent it officially to 

the competent authority of the Republic of Serbia, which was notified  the Committee by submitting 

the Information in its entirety (number 15.04-052-953 / 17 of 6th February 2017). The next procedure 

followed on 13th March 2017 when the competent Ministry of the Republic of Serbia requested 

information on the project concerned electronically. The answer was made and sent by the Ministry, 

also electronically, and it was submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection 

of the Republic of Serbia on 15th March 2017. Subsequent open issues related to the project in 

question between the competent authorities of BiH and the Republic of Serbia has not existed until 

today. 

Bearing in mind the foregoing, we would like to emphasize once again that the Ministry of Spatial 

Planning, Civil Engineering and Ecology has no intention of endangering the achievement of the 

Energy Community Treaty's objectives  and through its subsequent procedures,  it does everything to 

fully enable the fulfillment of the obligations arising from the said Treaty.  For that reason, we 

express our readiness to provide all information and openness to agree on possible unresolved cross-

border issues and to provide a guarantee that there is no need for the Energy Community’s concern, 

as stated in the Opening Letter of the Secretariat. 

Consequently, please consider all the facts so far provided by this Ministry, including the above-

mentioned information on treatment of the neighboring countries, without opening any disputes 

related to this project. 

 Due to the deadline for this response, it will be delivered electronically to the mail indicated in the 

information and we request from the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations to submit it 

officially to the Energy Community Secretariat.  

 

Minister 

Srebrenka Golić 
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