
Vienna

6 November 2018

Jenny Winkler

Fraunhofer ISI

AURES II – Auctions
for renewable energy
support



Contents

• Background
• Project presentation
• Involvement of the Energy Community
• Sample results from AURES (I)
• Next steps

2



Contents

• Background
• Project presentation and involvement of the

Energy Community
• Sample results from AURES (I)
• Next steps

3



Background
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Auctions for
supporting
renewables

AUCTIONS FOR 
RENEWABLE ENERGIES

• Competitive determination
of support level

• Quantity control through
budget limit or auction
volume

BENEFITS OF 
AUCTIONS

• Cost control/ increased
support effiency/lower
support levels

• Increased effectiveness of
support and more precise
control of renewable
extension

REQUIRED BY STATEAID 
GUIDELINES AND RED II

BUT: AUCTION DESIGN 
MATTERS!



Auction design matters
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High delay
penalties

Strict
schedule

Opportu-
nities

abroad

Only one
bid 

submitted

Offshore wind auction, Anholt (2009/10)

Uniform 
pricing

No auction
schedule

Many
project in 

the 
pipeline

Winners 
get zero
support

Onshore wind and biomass auction (2016)

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit0vqL9JDPAhXoPZoKHVciCDwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.donquijote.org/culture/spain/history/flag&bvm=bv.133053837,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNFnssI07HtEvfjkvT398wO10Ob9Kw&ust=1474012893526465


Auction design matters
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No pre-qualification 
on planning 
permissions

Difficulties 
obtaining 

permission

Low 
realisation 

rates

AER III auction, mainly onshore wind (1997/98)

Unclear pre-
qualification 

requirements

Inexperienced 
bidders

Only 60%
of the bids 

eligible

Solar PV, 100-250 kW (2012)



Contents

• Background
• Project presentation
• Involvement of the Energy Community
• Sample results from AURES (I)
• Next steps

7



The AURES projects
• Horizon 2020 projects to support the 

implementation of auctions in EU MS and (newly) 
in Energy Community contracting parties

• Evaluation and analysis of auctions for renewables 
and direct support to interested parties

• AURES I: 2015 – 2017
• AURES II: 2018 – 2021 (Kickoff 26/27 November)
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AURES II - Partners
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Lead partner:
Fraunhofer ISI

Contact:

Jenny Winkler

jenny.winkler@isi.fhg.de

Vasilios Anatolitis

vasilios.anatolitis@isi.fhg,de

mailto:jenny.winkler@isi.fhg.de
mailto:vasilios.anatolitis@isi.fhg,de


AURES II – Expertise
• Extensive theoretical and practical knowledge

regarding the implementation of auctions

• Experience in supporting governments in improving
RES support including introduction of auctions n EU 
countries:

• Germany (Ecofys, Fraunhofer ISI)
• Austria (Fraunhofer ISI,TU Vienna)
• Luxembourg (Ecofys)
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AURES II – Objectives
• Generate and communicate new insights on the 

applicability, performance, and effects of specific 
auction designs

• Provide tailor-made policy support for different types 
of auction applications

• Facilitate knowledge exchange between 
stakeholders
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AURES II – Work packages
• WP 1: Project management
• WP 2: Monitoring of auction implementation
• WP 3: Auction database and empirical insights
• WP 4: Effects of auctions on the RES sector
• WP 5: Impact of auctions on cost of capital
• WP 6: International auctions
• WP 7: The future of auctions
• WP 8: Modelling
• WP 9: Recommendations
• WP 10: Communication and dissemination
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AURES II – Relevance for Energy 
Community

• WP 2: Monitoring of auction implementation
• Case study on Energy Community contracting party

(regarding the process of implementing auctions for
renewables), 
Responsible project partner: Ecofys

• Cooperation with Energy Community Secretariate to
develop guidance for contracting parties planning to
implement auctions, 
Responsible project partner: Fraunhofer ISI
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AURES II – Relevance for Energy 
Community

• WP 5: Impact of auctions on cost of capital
Survey regarding the effects of introducing auctions on risk
perception of different stakeholders (including Energy 
Community Contracting Parties)
Responsible project partner: Eclareon

• WP 6: International auctions
• Case studies of cross-border auctions between EU MS 

and/or Energy Community contracting parties in cooperation
with national stakeholders (incl. impact assessment)
Responsible project partner: Ecofys
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AURES II – Relevance for Energy 
Community
• Budget is available for

• answering questions of policy makers in the process of implementing
or conducting auctions

• this includes support to defining exemptions from the required
introduction of auctions (e.g. due to a low level of competition)

• workshops in different countries with topics concerning auctions for
RES support
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AURES II – Relevance for Energy 
Community
• Budget is available for:

• Case cooperation with policymakers (3-5 cases) on national auction 
schemes and on cross-border cooperation

• Direct support of interested countries through ad-hoc studies, expert 
advice and bi- and multilateral meetings

• Participation of AURES II experts in 30 external events
• 6 regional workshops
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AURES results
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• Cash-flow model
• Overview of main design elements for auctions
• Case studies
• Policy Memos
• AURES Auction designer
• Website: http://auresproject.eu



Auction designer
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Next steps in AURES II
• Kick-off meeting in Brussels (26/27 November)
• After: project team will contact Energy 

Community Secretariate again
• Ideas regarding case studies can already be

communicated to project team now (via me)
• Questions around RES auctions and interest in 

closer cooperation or advice can already be
communicated

• Active participation is of course very welcome!
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Thank you for your attention!

Contact:
Jenny Winkler
jenny.winkler@isi.fhg.de
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